
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:00, 9:25 , and 11:00 AM  in the 

sanctuary 

Awakening at 10:30 AM in the 

Soul Garage 

 April  8—Monday,  Women’s 
Ministry Prayer and Planning 
Meeting in the Conference 
Room at 6:30 PM 

 April 10—Wednesday, AWANA 
Grand Prix/Store Night in the 
Ministry Center at 6:30 PM 

 April 13—Saturday, Garage 
Games for Jr. & Sr. High  in the 
Soul Garage from 7-10 PM. 
Friends invited to attend. 

 April 17—Wednesday, AWANA 
Carnival in the Ministry Center at 
6:30 PM 

 Wednesday, April ??, Young at 
Heart (Age 55+) in the 
Fellowship Hall. Be sure to check 
the bulletin board in the 
Fellowship Hall or Sunday 
Bulletins for details. We will  
watch the film “The True Story of 
Easter” with teacher/historian 
Ray Vander Laan after lunch. 

 April 20— Saturday, Maranatha 
Community Gardens Meeting 
for returning gardeners at 9:00 
AM in the Fellowship Hall.  This 
meeting is for those who wish to 
have the same plots again.  

 April 24—Wednesday, AWANA 
Awards Ceremony in the 
Ministry Center and sanctuary at 
6:30 PM. 

 April 27—Saturday, Maranatha 
Community Gardens Meeting 
for new gardeners at 1:00 PM in 
the Fellowship Hall. This is for 
new gardeners or those who 
weren’t able to attend 
previously.  
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 Cody (my son) and I had just finished playing outside and as we 

stepped into our entry way, we both tripped over boots, gloves, and hats.    

I asked him to straighten it up and he replied with “Yes, Senorita.”   We 

all had a good laugh at that and when I asked him what he thought 

“senorita” meant, he replied, “It means, ‘Yes, Dad.’”     

 Sometimes our best attempts at communication end with 

hilarious out-takes and foibles while at other times it leads to 

misunderstanding and hurt.  The Apostle Paul provided instructions for 

Christian living in the book of Ephesians and he directly addressed how 

we ought to communicate.  “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out 

of your mouths but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs 

that it may benefit those who listen.”  (Eph. 4:29)   

 Despite our best attempts as an elder board, sometimes we do not 

communicate as effectively as we would like and it leads to misunderstanding and 

unfortunately sometimes hurt. As I sit with the other 8 men on the elder board, I get a 

firsthand glimpse into their hearts.   I see a love for this congregation and a deep 

desire to grow the saints, shepherd the flock and bring glory to God in all that is done.    

I hear the concern for those hurting, the prayers offered to intercede and the reports 

of all that God is doing in our midst.  Serving with those other men has been one of 

the greatest privileges ever afforded to me.  

 I share this with you because knowing what goes on in 

one’s heart directly impacts the message we hear.   If you think I 

care about you and I ask “Why did you wear those shoes?”,  you 

will simply answer with all that went into your 

fashion choice.   If you on the other hand believe I 

don’t really care for you and I ask the exact same 

question, “Why did you wear those shoes?”   your reaction will be 

markedly different    Same question, two completely different 

results.    

 Our relationship with God the Father is much the same.   Your view of His 

heart changes everything.   He gave us clear instructions to live by that can either be 

interpreted as restrictive and punitive or life giving.  Colin Smith in his book “Ten Keys 

to Unlocking the Bible” shares that when Jesus Christ came, (and I paraphrase 

here) the “Thou shalt not” of the Bible became, “You no longer have to.”   You have no 

need for any other God because I am all that you need.   You have no need to covet 

because I have given you all you need.   You have no need to steal, bear false 

witness….because I have provided everything.   The Ten Commandments are either 

God’s ultimate buzz kill or His ultimate provision.   Our view of Him decides it all.   

 

 I invite you, if you have questions or concerns, to please contact one of the 

pastors or the elders.   My hope is that you will feel heard and loved on, and I promise 

you no one will call you “Senorita.” 

 

Darren Cox 

Elder Board 



Promoting Summer Mission Trip 

Our Youth serve Palm Sunday Breakfast  

Palm Sunday Break-
fast was served by a 
great team of youth 
directed and super-
vised by Pastor Tony 
and leaders.  The 
donations will help 
the teens who go to 
New Orleans to do 
church planting & 
relief work related to 
Hurricane Katrina. 
Pictures courtesy of 
Pastor Tony. 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Nancy Peters, Amanda Stariha, Fran Reich, Marv 
Oftedahl, Don Frolik, Phyllis Buck, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene 
Strohmeyer, Ray Caldwell, Gwenette Werth, Doris 
Workman, John Clement, Don Murley, Pat Swanson, Alex 
Mitchell, Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, Bob Lindner’s 
sister Linda Schatz, Paul Murry’s borther Benny, Esther 
Swan’s brother David and sisters Freida and Barbara,  
Patti Aune’s sister Betty, Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene 
Vaughn,   Fran Reich’s children, Lillian Bjugstad’s son 
Mark, Elfriede Harwart’s children, Larry Hawley’s sisters, 
Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, Harold & Marilyn 
Edward’s son Steve, Jane Gudim’s mother Dorothy, Sandy 
Hodge’s sister Jo, McClain’s daughter-in-law Sandy,  Leah 
Margan’s niece Leanna, Mary Benson’s sister Darlene,  
Mike Green’s friend Dave, Rick & Laura Hill’s brother-in-
law Rick, Carolyn Swanberg’s son Brent, Mary Graese’s 
sister Corinne and nephew Joshua, Fossum’s friend Gene, 

“But God has 
surely 
listened and 
heard my 

voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, 
who has not 
rejected my prayer 
or withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Dean Valentin’s cousin Tim,  and Mary Potter’s 
friend Steve.  

Residents of Nursing Care: Thomas Landing: 
Ruth Fredrickson-Olson,  Knaphaven (Chetek):  Lois 
Carlson. 

Serving in the military:   Steve Blihovde’s son 
Grant is serving in Afghanistan. Dave & Darlene 
Strohmeyer’s daughter Dawn is serving in the 
Middle East.  

Praises:  The generous outpouring of books to 
support “Love Packages”.  The 
generous support for Youth 
missions through the Palm 
Sunday breakfast.  Life-
changing decisions made at our 
Easter Services.  May the Lord 
bless and keep each one in His 
care.  

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

Oh to be Young 

Again! Youth visit 

Christie 

Mtn. 



Women’s Ministry Prayer and Planning Meeting—Monday, April 8th in the conference room at 6:30 PM.  Women are invited 
to join us for ideas, prayer and planning for the next year of ministry to the women at Maranatha.  For further 
information contact Cindy McClain at 715-236-2706. 
 
MOPS  featuring topic “Family Spiritual Foundation” will meet on Friday, April 12th at 9:00 AM at Maranatha.  All mother of 
preschoolers are invited to join us.  For further information please visit our website wws.maranathafree.com, click 
on “Ministries” and check the MOPS link.  
  
AWANA Wrapping Up—Our children’s Bible Club, AWANA, will have Grand Prix night on Wednesday, April 10th, Carnival Night on 
April 17th, and Awards Ceremony on April 24th.  If your children are involved Don’t miss out! 
 
Young At Heart (Age 55+) —will feature the film “The True Easter Story” with teacher/historian Ray VanderLaan.  The 
film is filmed in the Holy Land.  Date and Place will be determined—- so please check out the bulletin board in the 
fellowship hall or watch for details in the Sunday bulletin. For further information contact lee and Shelby Wohlk 
at 715-458-2925. 
 
Maranatha Community Garden Meetings:  If you had a garden plot last year and want to reserve the same space, be sure 
to attend the Gardens Meeting on Saturday, April 20th between 9:00-11:00 AM in the fellowship Hall.  If you are new to 
the gardens or were unable to attend the earlier meeting, come on Saturday, April 27th 1:00-3:00 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall.  For further information contact Lee Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 
 
remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will 
take you to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do 
not have access to the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point 
(desk) in the Welcome Center. 
 
Service Times : Sunday services in the Sanctuary at 8:00 AM, 9:25 AM and 11:00 AM, Awakening Service times are 10:30 AM 
Sunday Mornings in the Soul Garage.  Children’s Sunday Hide and Seek is at the ministry Center from 9:25AM-10:25 AM.. 
Nursery is available for infants through 36 months in the main church for all services.  
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